228 


REVIEWS OF BOOKS . 


bladder as well as in the parietes open, though the latter may be re¬ 
duced in size by the insertion of one or two sutures. This is in accord¬ 
ance with the views held by Sir William MacCormac. The author is 
not altogether in favor of this operation for the removal of stone which 
cannot be dealt with by crushing. He would limit it to those cases in 
which the removal of stone by the perineal route could not be safely 
undertaken; but he says his experience of the high operation is very 
limited. 

Lithotrity in male children does not find a strong advocate in Mr. 
Harrison, who would restrict its field to single stones not exceeding 
three-eighths of an inch in any diameter where one or two grasps with 
the lithotrite is all that would be required. The debris should be al¬ 
lowed to escape spontaneously. Although this is the view of the 
author, he recognizes the splendid results of litholapaxy in male chil¬ 
dren obtained by Surgeon-Major Keegan in India. 

The book is brought to a conclusion by a couple of most instructive 
chapters on bladder tumors and their treatment. Here, again, the 
perineal route is preferred to the supra-pubic, both for examination 
purposes and the removal of growths. 

This edition is thoroughly abreast of the times, which is saying a 
good deal looking to the immense strides urinary surgery has made 
since the appearance of the former edition seven years ago. 

That this volume will enjoy even a greater popularity amongst both 
students and surgeons than its predecessors, there is little doub;, and 
we can recommend it in all confidence as containing more information 
on urinary surgery, as a whole, than any other book in the English 
tongue of which we are cognizant. 

Stricture of the Urethra, Its Diagnosis and Treatment 

Facilitated by the Use of New and Simple Instruments. 

G. E. Distin-Maddick, F.R.C.S., Edin.; London: Bailltere, Tin¬ 
dall & Cox. 1887. 

The chief object of this little book appears to be to protest against 
the use of force in the treatment of stricture by dilatation. It enjoins 
not only the greatest gentleness in instrumentation of this canal, but 
says that catheterism and bougieism should not be hurriedly resorted 
to, the preparation of the patient prior to this being of much import¬ 
ance. 

After noticing spasmodic stricture at some length and pointing out 
the harm which often results from instrumentation in this condition. 
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the author passes to the consideration of permanent stricture and 
recommends (as indeed do all writers on the subject), that in simple 
cases gradual interrupted dilatation should first be tried, and should 
this not succeed, continuous dilatation should be substituted. As to 
what he does in non-dilatable cases unaccompanied by retention, one 
is left in the dark. 

We fail to find any mention of internal or external urethrotomy or 
indeed of rapid dilatation or divulsion. However, it is but just to say 
that the author disavows all intention of going into the question of 
complicated stricture, for he says: “It would be waste of time and 
labor, for I feel sure that those for whom my book is intended (pre¬ 
sumably general practitioners) would have neither time, patience, in¬ 
clination nor instruments to undertake the cure of such cases.” 

As to the new and simple instruments; one is a tube to be used 
where there is any difficulty in entering the stricture. It protects the 
urethral walls and stretches.out the face of the contraction in the same 
way as does Benique’s tube from which it however differs in having sev¬ 
eral enclosed tubes, through each of which a filiform bougie may be 
passed. Another new instrument is a form of catheter devised to 
take the place of the bougie olivaire to which the author seems to ob¬ 
ject. 

In drawing attention again to the importance of gentleness in 
urethral instrumentation, if for nothing else, The author will deserve 
thanks not only from the class for which it is written, but also from the 
patients themselves, and we cordially endorse the following remarks: 
“Any surgeon who shows the slightest disposition to resort to force in 
order to pass an instrument utterly into the bladder must be either 
grossly ignorant or reckless. 

F. Swinford Edwards. 

The Diagnosis and Treatment of Diseases of the Kidney 
Amenable to Direct Interference. By W. Bruce Clark, M.A., 
M.B., Oxon., F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to and Senior Demon¬ 
strator of Anatomy and Operative Surgery at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, etc., etc. (Illustrated). London: H. K. Lewis, 136 
Gower Street, W. C., 1886. 8vo., pp. 176. 

The substance of this-work constituted the essay to which the cov¬ 
eted and well-known “Jacksonian prize” of the Royal College of Sur¬ 
geons of England was awarded in 1886, This essay has been revised, 
enlarged and brought up to date. 

Mr. Bruce Clarke has a plain, straightforward style and a sense of 



